Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 4 Division
· In the Antebellum period 4-million black Americans lived as slaves.
· In 1825 the modern era was being born- the Industrial Revolution.
· In upstate New York the Eerie Canal became the biggest construction project in the western world.

· The canal was over 300-miles long dug entirely by hand. A wall of solid limestone 60-ft high stood 30 miles from Lake Eerie. Once finished the canal would like the Atlantic Ocean with the interior. The man behind the canal was New York Governor DeWitt Clinton. Clinton knew how important New York would be to America.

· Many criticized the canal for its expense and difficulty but Clinton knew how important it would be once it was finished.

· 50,000 men worked on the project- many were Irish immigrants. Many of the Irish were reckless, mixing explosives with whiskey in order to blast through rock and mountains.
· After 8-years of digging, nearly 1,000 lives lost, $7-million (nearly $100-million today) and the canal was open for business in 1825. It was a miracle of engineering connecting the East to Midwest.

· $15-million per year worth of goods traveled along the canal. Goods dropped drastically in price, making them more affordable to everyone.

· Now the frontier settlements could buy whatever they wanted. New York City became a boomtown (quadrupling in size). Wall Street became a global financial center. New York surpassed New Orleans as the most important port.

· In the South cotton created another boom but this crop would also tear the nation apart.
· The soft fiber that grew near the sticky seeds was the valuable part. Processing the fiber before it could be processed into cloth was time consuming and expensive.

· In 1794 the cotton gin mechanized the processing of cotton- removing the seeds, now meant one man could process 50-times more cotton per day.

· By 1850 the U.S. processed 75% of the world’s cotton.

· Called “white gold” it supported a new lavish lifestyle in the South- some owners held huge plantations.

· Cotton was processed with slave labor. The North was also implicated in the South’s use of slaves because the cotton was purchased cheaply by northern textile mills and processed into cloth with machines.

· The Industrial North profited from Southern cotton and turned a blind eye to slavery.

· Slavery had already been outlawed in Britain for 20-years but slavery was vital to the success of Southern cotton.

· By 1860 slaves cost around $2,000.

· Prior to the cotton gin slavery was on the decline in the South. As soon as the cotton gin was invented, Southerners bought more slaves and planted as much cotton as they could.

· Slavery was brought into the west along with cotton plantations.

· Antislavery forces in the North wanted to keep slavery out of the west.
· Cotton changed the way people lived. For the South cotton was a gold mine.
· The North used the power loom to process cotton in the modern factory.

· Lowell Massachusetts boomed from a couple hundred residents to 20,000 from the construction of textile mills. More than 1/3 of the town worked in the mills (85% were young women aged 15-25 called “mill girls”).

· Harriet Robinson began work at the mill at age 10. She was paid $2 per week.

· Women earned money for the first time to help support their families. Industrialization was changing everyone’s lives.

· The mills also changed how people dressed. The cheap fabrics bought ready-to-wear clothes. People no longer had to produce everything at home.

· Looms used punch cards to pattern fabric- this would later form the basis of binary code for computers.

· Despite 12-hour shifts looms provided a new opportunity for women. Women read more and shared their ideas. For the first time ever, women’s voices were heard.

· The Mill girls performed one of the first strikes in history over wages.

· Many of the mill girls went on to have careers of their own.

· Whale oil lubricated the machines of the Industrial Revolution, it also fueled lights so that people could work around the clock and make more money.
· Whales weighed up to 180-tons and were up to 100-feet long. A single whale could produce up to 3,000-gallons of oil. Today NASA uses whale oil to run the Hubble Telescope.

· Whaling brought in $11-million per year. Half of all whale ships were lost at sea and few men were willing to take the risk.

· 20,000 blacks (slaves and freedmen) saw it as an opportunity. Equal opportunity in whaling was different from the rest of society. 

· It took hours to kill a whale. Using state of the art harpoons whalers tried to lance a whale under the fin. The job was so dangerous many drowned.
· 1841 Slaves were brought to auction in warehouses. The slave trade was a valuable business. At this time men cost $1,000, women $800, and children $500.
· Solomon Northrup, a freedman from the North who was kidnapped into slavery wrote about the slave auction in his narrative (basis of Seven Years a Slave).

· Northrup described the auction and the slaves showed to prospective buyers as if they were animals. They were paraded around and even fattened before sale.

· Dark skinned men were bought for the fields. Light skinned women were bought for the house.

· Slave traders lied about ages and tried to sell slaves for as much as possible.

· Buyers demanded the most fertile slaves for breeding and paid the most for light-skinned teenage girls. Rape was common.

· Mothers and children were separated from each other at auctions. Even though this was illegal in most places it happened all the time. Over half the sales at auction tore families apart. Most never saw their family members again.

· Three miles from Baltimore a slave named Frederick Douglass headed north in a train with credentials of a different man that looked quite different than him. He had a better chance of passing for a freedman because he could read and write.

· Blacks had to carry documents that they were free or who they belonged to.

· The conductor on the train did not question Douglass about the papers he carried. He made it to New York and became a leading member in the abolitionist cause. He would meet Lincoln at the White House and become a celebrity.
· Harriet Tubman and others risked their lives working along the Underground Railroad to help slaves escape to freedom in the North.

· Harriet Tubman was known as the Moses of her People. There was even a reward on her head.

· She was one of the first civil rights activists. She was far more dangerous for what she stood for than the few hundred slaves that she saved.

· Now the South had a fight on its hands and would do whatever it took to preserve their way of life.

· By 1850 America was entering the Modern World but the nation was divided between North and South and slavery was the major issue that divided the regions.

· With the Fugitive Slave Law, slave catchers went to the North in search of runaway slaves. Many freedmen were kidnapped and sent South. Freedmen did not have the right to a trial by jury and federal magistrates received $10 to rule one a slave and only $5 to rule he was free.

· Ordinary people in the North were outraged by the new law.
· Published in 1852, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, written by Harriet Beecher Stowe became the most popular book of the century after the Bible.

· As America expanded across the continent each new territory became a battle ground- would it be free or slave.

· Americans flooded into the new territories on the frontier. In Kansas a peaceful protest became violent. Emotions ran high and a mini-civil war took place. 

· John Brown would stop at nothing to stop slavery. He was a folk hero in the North and a terrorist to the South. He believed he was chosen by God to end slavery and he would murder to end slavery.

· Bleeding Kansas was fought for 2-yeasr and slavery was tearing the nation apart. 

· In the South slavery was a way of life, even for non-slave owners.

· Anti-slavery forces in the North threatened the South’s choice on how to run their lives. The North claimed the moral high ground.

· A showdown was about to occur and John Brown prepared to take the fight into the heart of the South by taking control of the Federal Arsenal at Harper’s Ferry Virginia, arm slaves, and start a slave rebellion.

· John Brown and his 5 sons were all willing to die for their cause. The capture of Harper’s Ferry was easy but he needed a small army to carry out all of the weapons, which he did not have.

· Local townsfolk responded to fight against John Brown. Not a single slave rose up. At dawn, the marines under Colonel Robert E. Lee arrived and John Brown was arrested.

· John Brown’s sons were killed. John Brown was charged as a criminal. He was convicted of treason and put to death in 1859. He was a criminal in the South and a martyr in the North.
· As the nation prepared to elect a new president in 1860 many doubted whether the nation could remain together.

· In 1860 a backwoods Congressman named Abraham Lincoln ran for President as a Republican. He personally hated slavery but ultimately hoped to hold the nation together.

· November 6, 1860 Abraham Lincoln was elected president. The South threatened to secede from the Union. In the South, Lincoln was the enemy.

· The South wanted no part of the Union with Lincoln as president. Even as he prepared to take office, Lincoln was still determined to hold the nation together.

· December 20, 1860 South Carolina seceded from the country and was followed by 10 others. In February 1861 a few weeks before Lincoln’s inauguration the Confederate States of America was born.

· Lincoln received his first death threats before he took office.

· Lincoln reluctantly said states with slaves could keep them but he would not allow it to expand.

· The South mobilized an army of 800,000 men against a Union army of 2,500,000. 5-weeks after Lincoln took office the first shots of the Civil War began. It was the bloodiest war in American history. It would take more lives than all of America’s other wars put together.
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